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"REGIONAL NEWS

Montco lar Leader Pledges Focus on W orkl\

BY AMARIS ELLIOTT-ENGEL

Of the Legal Staff
teven H. Lupin became a lawyer becaisé
S of his interest in history and politics.
‘ “It seemed to me lawyers were always
‘at the.center of American history,” the 126th
president of the Montgomery Bar Assoéiation'
said.

Lupin, who beca.me president at the bar as-
gociation’s annual meeting last monih, said that
his love of history and the role of lawyérs in
that history might have influenced his choice
of Washington, D.C., as this yedr’s location for
the association’s annual bench-bar conference.

Attendees of the bench-bar will stay at The
Willard, which is located two blocks from the
White House and is the site of many famous
and infamous moments in American history.
President Abratiam Lincoln ¢ame to the hotel
- discreetly before his inanguration after receiv-
‘ing several assassination threats. And Maitin
Luther Xing Jr. wrote his “] Have a Dream”™
speech while staying at the hotel.

But Lupin is looKing as much to the futare

as to the past doring his leadershlp of the MBA

in 2010.

Lupin, who has been the managmg panner
of Hamburg Rubin Mullin Maxwell & Lupin
“in Lansdale for the past decadle, séid hie hopes

‘that. the economy emerges from the Great
:Recession in 2010. Tn light of the recession, he

'mgattomeysﬂnsyear ~ P

,:'saJd the bar association will emphasize. work-

In a year in which
" bar association mem-
bers continue to be bat-
tered by the economy
and the Montgomery
Common Pleas Court’s
bench has changed by
one-third with the ad-
| dition of seven new

judges, Lupin said his
bar association presi-

LUPIN. -
dency is taking pldce in a year'of challenge.
“These are not the usual and cusiomary

times. ... It’s a challenge. I think the chal]enge
is energizmg, Lupm said.
Lupin plans to “wotk with the associa-

tion’s lobbyist, Richard Gmerek of Gmerek

Governthent Relations Inc., agdinst any pro-
posals to append sales taxes to lawyer services.
The bar association has discounted its coin-
tinuing legal education courses by 20 percent
because of the economy, Lupin said. And the
bar association has made an ad hoc meeting

of managing partmers a standing committee. -
" The comimittee wili meet quarterly and will

be chaired this year by immediate-past MBA .
" president Mark A. Kearney to “explore how

the legal environment is changing, Lupm
said, d :

The'’ bar assoc1atlon must also continue its
support of local legal aid, Lupin said. He noted
that the. bar. asséciation contributed more to
legal aid in. 2009 than-it had -ever.done:in the
past. £oRLTEL - r. . '

Lupin praised the decision by Montgomery
Common Pleas Judge Richard J. Hodgson,
Administrator Michael Kehs and Civil Division
Administrative Judge Kent Albright to elimi-
nate the court’s settlement masters program
and have sitting judges in the civil division pre-
side over settlement conferences and perhaps
preside over trials in the samé cases.

" Having cases stay with the same judge will
“help our county, our citizens and our working
attorneys,” Lupin said.

The bar association’s leadership will be

" meeting in early March to review the associa-

tion’s long-range strategic plan, Lupin said.

" Lupin is pleased that there has been success
on one of the goals in the strategic plan: mak-
ing headway on diversifying the Montgomery
County bar. The bar association will have its
second summer of its 1L, diverse law student

program, and the bar association will be.com- *,

mitting funds again for a scholarship program,
Lupin said. Lupin said that the students from
last year’s program said they would now con-
sider working for a suburban law fim because
of their positive intemship experiences.
Lupin said he would like to see' more prog-
ress made on another of the strategic plan’s
goals. The bar association would like to get

more young lawyers involved in association

activities. There has been progress on involv-
‘ing younger atomeys to a greater depth, but
Lupin wants to gr0w toward accomp]i\sr fi

© thit goalieven more.. | < -

Liipin practices in the areas s of C‘B}nmerciﬁl'

lmganon ‘and plmnnffs personal mJury litiga-
tion, He attended Penn State-for his under-
graduate degree and Temple University School
of Law for his law degree.

Of Lupin’s most famous cases, Lupin rep-
resented Montgomery County in success-
fully defending the constitutionality of the
Montgomery County Personal Property Tax
Law, which was‘a levy agamst dn-individual’s
ho_ldmgs and secufities in out-of-state busi-
nesses. The late billionaire Walter Annenberg
challenged the law. '

In ancther case, Lupin successfuily defended
Montgomery County, as well as the Northern
and ‘Western Waste System Authorities, in
litigation brought against them by Waste
Management of Pennsylvania Inc. in which
Waste Managesient sought to enforce the trash
_haulers’ right to collect waste in Montgomery
County and duinp it-elsewhere.

As serious as much of the bar association’s
work is this year, Lupin has a lighter side.
Lupin, who writes a commercial’ litigation
column for the Pennsylvania Association for
Tustice, hias been starting off his column with a
Bob Dylan quote for the last décade.

Lupin said he didn’t start off using Dylan
lyrics becatise of being a huge fan of the singer-
songwriter. Dylan hias such a huge discography
thist Dylan became Lupin’s commercial litiga-
tion musé because it is relatively easy to find
lyncs from Dylan songs, Lupm sai T

"‘Lupm’!nas BEen mame-ﬂ ""'Wife, Lmﬂa,-
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